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S RICHARD 


| Knight and Baronet ; 
\.,>Andthe oaly Surviving Daughter of rhe Illuſtrious 


DUTCHESS, 

b : _ Whoſe juſt Encominmy is publiſhed in che cnſuing Treatife, 

;- Madam, | 

Sens Do here preſent to your Ladyſhip 
5 a lively and true Portraiture. of 
v2 or deceaſed Lady Mother, or 
rather your own. genuine Picture: 
Though it. wants thoſe; iyely Coloyys 
which WHY be required to ſet forth it's 
lafler. However,zt being draWn after hey 


Death (and ſo not to the Life) I doubt nor 
bat.your Ladyſhip will admit zt into your 
MW. A 2  favonr- 


he Epiſtle 
favourable acceptance, and araW it over 
again (as you have begrn) by your great 
charity to the poor & piety towards God, 
in your Chriſluan Life and Converſation. 
T our Ladyſhips Patronage of this Work © 
I cannot in prudence beg, : for there 1s no 
fence againſt contraditting (envy, and 
malice, which 1 far from thofe Noble 
Perſons, and others in thrs place, where 
the Illuſfirious Dutcheſs breathd, and 
expired. WT 
Yet I preſume to ſay, that ſome, who 
ſhall peruſe the enſuing Treatiſe , will . 
imagine if not ſay,(when they have view- 
ed her matchleſs deeds recorded in the 
ſame) that, what they, bave Read 1.n- 
credible; Which cenſure they will aan, 
after they have conſadered, that She. was 
a Miracle of Grace, and a glorious: Pro: 
digy of Munificence._. -. . +... -...\ 
"Let ſuch perſons, miſenided in their 


Dedicatory. 
Fudgements, and miſled in their decei- 
ving Phanſies, know that to commend the 
dead for their unqueſtionable merits 18 a 
Work of that ſpotleſs Innocence, that the 
Authour cannot be attachd of Flattery 
in doing it, as the Perſon commended 15 
ot of danger of being injurd by it, in 
that (he cannot be elevated in her mind, 
nor tempted toPride, ſo ſaidthe Learned 
Maximus T aurinenſis 7 one of hrs 
Flomiles. : 
_ I ſhall elofe theſe few impolite Dedi- 
_ catory lines with my Prayers to the Al- 
mighty Lord the God of Grace, that he _ 
World be pleaſed toencreaſe his Graces 
(which are great and many) in you, and 
continue his \ercies to:y0r; that having 
With 8 large Revenue a larger heart, and 
an open hand, you may tread in;the ſame 
path of charitable beneficence, in which 
Jour Deceaſed Renowned Mother 
| walked, 
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hearty Vote of him, who is 

| own, Madam, 
_ Your humble Servant, Ready to- 
A Obey your Commands, 


 R. Boreman. 


Iwprimatue, 


Sam. Parker Reverendifiimo 3n Chrifts 
Patri «c Domino, Domino Gilberto 
Archlep, Caninar. 4 Sucr, Dow, 


Ex Adibus Lambithants, 
fprilis' 269 - 
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An Exact 
NARRATIVE 


OF THE 
LIFE ad DEATH 


Of the Renowned Dutcheſs 


DUDL EW 


Who departed this Life in her 
Houſe neer the Church of St. Giles in the 
Fields, Fanuarii 22. Anno 1669. in 
the XC, year of ler Age. 


E never read of any that were blamed for 
z drawing of roo much water out of the 
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There be many, ways,and divers megns,, whereby 
God may be glorified, by us, but 'none more effeual 
and: powerful tothe advancement of his glory,than by 
| acknow- 


(2) 
acknowledging with due praiſes: the many eminent 
Virtues, which (as ſo many Rivuletrs ) ſtream into 
the Souls of the Saints from the everlaſting Spring of 
Divine Grace. They glorified God in me, ſo ſaid 
S, Paul of himſelf, Gal. 1. 24. VVho,tbough he ſtiled 
himſelf out of the depth of humilicy the chiefeſt of 
ſinners, and the leaſt of Saints; yet in Gods eſteem he 
was as great asthe greateſt of the Latter, and Leſs then 
the lea(t of the former, 

Now to the glory of God ( which is the aim of my 
weak endeavours) tothe praiſe of his eternal good- - 
neſs ( which ſhould. be the object of yours ) I ſhall, 
by his Bleſſing and Divine Aſhtance, diſcharge a duty 
which is pattern'd to us by the practice of the Hea- 
thens, Jews,and Chriſtians in all ages; it is to preſent to 
the view of your Meditations one of the Faireft Flow- 
ers in the Garden of Gods Church,one ( for h*r Saint- 
ſhip ) of the higheſt Stars in this lower firmamenr, 
whilſt I embaſm-the memory of the moſt Virtuous de- 
ceaſed Dutches D, with a juſt Encomium, and prai- 
ſes due to her rare and tranſcendent perfecions, 
In the doing whereof I ſhall perform a double com- 
mendable work ; Firft, A Duty of Civility and Chri- 
ſianity to the dead; Secondly, A Duty of Piery to the 
Living, whiiſt I ſtir np their Devotions ro an Holy 
Emulation and Zealous Imiration of rhe Graces and 
Virtues whicts Shined in the Life and'Death of the 
Renowned Dutcheſs 3' My Solar Lremotirny davanngtuly, 
»- Tos m0nnts 6s Cikes þ wianny © div? xmuSdroxly. TO ſpeak 
in the Lancuage of the Learned Naz'anzen whoſe 
Tongue, (thar Tongue which ſored ſo high inthe praiſe 
of S. 4thanafrm and S$.Bafil ) would fair well with rhis 
great work better then mine; who, when I have __ 


(3) 


all chat I can, being not able eo ſpeak chaugh, 'may'in- 
cur .that cenſure of endeavouriag, or gowns about, th 
fira D $ Shoe to a Giants Foot, LY 

But to hold your cxpeRtation no longer in ſuſpenſe 
I ſhall lay the Foundation of this StruQure in Her Gra- 
ces Birth, and Educatien, and then lay upon it the 
weight of an Holy Life, and happy Death, this done, 
refer all to your godly imitation, and ſo commend you 
co God's bleſfing. | .——- = 

Firſt, For her Ladiſhips Birth: we have here a Righ- 
reous Branch ſprung of a Righteous Stock, She was the 
ſecond Daughter of Sir Thomas Leighe of Stoncley in 
the County of W«wick, Knighe and Baronet, the Re- 
lik of Sir Roby: Dudley Knight, Son to Robert late Earl 
of Letcefter ; and for his extraordinary merits created 
a Duke by Ferdinand the Second, Late Emperor of 
Germany. 

For divers great conliderations, She was by Letters 
Patents, bearing date at Oxford the twentieth day of 
May, In the twentieth year of King Ch:7les the firſt of 
Bleſſed Memory, By the ſaid King advanced to the title 
of. a Dutcheſs, being by the foreſaid Robert the Mo- 
ther of five gracious Daughters, Alice, Douglafſe, 
Frasces wife of Sir Gilbert Kniueton Knight, Anne wite 
of Sir Robert Holburne Late of Lincolnes Inne ( all 
theſe Deceaſed,) And Katherine the onely ſurviving 
Picture in Picty and goodneſs of her 'Lady Mother, 
and Widow of Sir Richard Leveſon Knight of the 
Bath, 

The Town of Srenely,inwhich our HluftriousDitch- 
eſs was born, has more reaſon to 'glory in that She 
breath'd her firſt breath in it than the ſeven Cities 
had in Homer the Prince — Poets; who by all of them 

2 was 


(4) 
was challenged, all laying- a claim or Title to bis birth 
in them, But, as: her Ladiſhips being:born in the-fore- 
ſaid Steneley will not add any inward virtue ghough it 
| may an outward luſter ) to. it, ſo Her being defcend- 
ed from,ani related ro an Ancient Noble Family is the 
ſlendereſt :pare or. piece: of her. Character and: Glory, 
That ſhe was born of God by Spiritual [Regeneration 
( and ſo His Davghter by Adoption ) and a Sifter of 
Chriſt by love and likeneſs of Him, this is her Chiefeſt 
glory', the , higheſt degree of her commendation, 
F Mer$anoyouls F aperiy hngh\utTloul, Im; wp apr © area - 
aoyies Tgomsi.. So ſaid S. Chryſoftome in a Panegyrical 
Oration, The principal thing to be look'd at, and com- 
mended in recounting 4 Genealogy, « the Virtue of 4 
71471 07 woman, | 

[f we conſider' the whole Series or- courſe of her 
life, we ſhall have a juſt occaſion to ſay, that in her 
perſon, and by her actions the gave a ſtop or check in 
a way of anſwer to that doubtful Queſtion of Sols- 
mon, Prov. 31.10, Who can find a Virtuons Wo- 
man | who can without God's: ſpecial bleſfing ob- 
tained by Praycr unto Him, and without God's Di- 
vine appointment and Ordination ? This ſure was the 
wiſemans meaning. Bur to return to my purpoſe 
from this (hore digrefſion. The precious. balme of 
Grace that was powred by God's bleſſed Spirit-into 
the Soul of aur Renowned Daxcheſs at her: Baptiſm, 
or in her Infancy, being ſtrengthned with the addition 
of a godly Education, brake forth in ſuch a ſweet per- 
fume, even.from her Childhood::to Her :riper' years ; 
that ſhe was look'd upon as an Earthly. Saint; an Angel 
clothed in Fleſh., a lawſnl Image of -Her' Maker, 
and Redeemer, a modcl of Heaven: made up. in 
Clay, 


(5). 
Clay, the living Temple of the Holy Ghoff. 

This was evidenced by theſe enſuing Graces. 

Firſt, By Her Extraordinary Pzety, or Religioy, 

Her behaviour towards God was rare and admi- 
rable ; for being inſtructed i»; and perſwaded of the 
truth of that Religion which we profeſs (as diltin& 
from that falſe one of the Church of Rowe) and being 
firmly grounded in thoſe Fundamentals, and faving 
Truths which our Religion teaches us, viz. That God 
alone is to be prayed unto and worthipped. (not Satnts 
nor Angels,) That by Chriſt only we can be ſaved, 
by his merits and Gods mercy, not by our own works, 
ſhe accordingly upon theſe grounds ſerved God night 
and day ( as that good old Propheteſs Anna did, Luke 
2.37.) with faſtings and prayers, eſpecially during the 
trme of her Virgin-widowhood ; ſhe was %7u5s 2x 
TTim.5.5. 4 widow indeed, ſuch as was that famous 
Paula and Marcella by S. Hierome in his Epiſtles fo 
highly magnified. She well knew, that though ſecond 
marriage is no (in, yet (as one ſays) 7terato pubere eſt 
ſrgnum [ncontinentie, &c, She therefore, to preferve 
in her fame the honour, and in her ſoul and body che 
joy and ſweet content of Continexcy,retuled to marry; 
declaring thereby, that though many great perſons 
wanted her or rather {as the faſhion of the world 1s) 
her money, yet ſhe had no need of any to be joyn'd 
with her in a conjuzal ſociety, 

An enlargement of her Eſtate ſhe never deſigned, 
nor defir'd by the addition of a Foynture, but moving 
11 the Sphear-of her own-fortune, and: contenting her 
felf with the portion God: had given her , ſhe clave 
cloſe to God, and was joyn'd to Him by Faith and 


Afﬀiance ; and ſo ſhe was eſpouſed to- God, and the 
B 2 Lord. 


4490 
Lord of Heaven marricd to her, being her Huiband 
( as he profeſles himſelf ro have becn to 1ſrael, Fer.31. 
32.) in regard of his Love, Care and Providence to 
her Religious Perſon 3 who ſpent as wuch time (or 
more) in reading of God's word, and other godly 
books the extracts of it, as others do in their Glaſles, 
by which they corre the defaults in their dreſſes, and 
blemiſhes in rheir faces, nor regarding in the mean 
while the blots and ſpots, the defilements and ſtains 
of (in, thac disfigure the native beauty of their Souls, 
which are uſually left naked, and, for wane of 
prayer to God diveſted of Grace, but clothed 
with the black mantle of Laſcivious and Unclean 
choughrs. 

Our pious Dutcheſs rook into her prime care her 
righteous ſoul the ſpouſe of God : by Prayer and Me- 
ditation (with which a ſoul is winged ) ſhe ſent it up 
ina flight ro Heaven every morning , and thus con- 
verſing with God in the mount of Devotion it re- 
turn'd again into her boſome ( as Moſes did from the 
Mount ) with it's face ſhining, aud lightſome with joy 
and inward Conſolation, 

The more familiar conference we have with 
God in praycr , the more do we partake of 
him. 

He that paſles by the fire may have ſome gleams 
of heat, but he that ſtands by it will have tis Colour 
changed: Ir is nor poſſible a man ſhould have any long 
conterence with-God in'Prayer, and Meditation, bur 
that his heart ſhine with inward illumination, and. be- 
ing enflamed with the love of God, partake of ſome 
Divine Inſpiration. 

And thus ſhe acquainting her {elf daily and con- 
verſing 


(7) 4 3 
verfing with God, in her Cloſer, or Private, 'and more 
publike family devotions ( which ſhe never omitted) 
was wonderfully beautified , and firengthned in her 
ſoul by Gracez which had tixken up it's lodging in 
her, and diſplayed it ſelf ourwardly in five ſpecial 
Saint-like Qualitics, which made her converlation 
amiable, pleaſant, and Venerable to all her Equals and 
Inferiors, | 

The firſt was a winning and obliging way or diſpo- 
ſition, thar ({weetly ſcatters favours z by this, being a 
defire of doing good to all, even to our very 
enemies, we attract friendſhips, and make friends 
even of thoſe that hate us. Thus did that good 
Putchels. | 

The ſecond is Afabiltty, this was eminently in her, 
joyn'd with a becoming Grace and ſweer behaviour, 
and hath in it a power to charm Souls that are in any 
the leaſt way or degree inclined to Honeſty and Civi- 
lity : She was Courteous to all even the meaneſt per- 
ſon, who might find her ear , open to any juſt Re- 

ueſt or Modeſt Petition. When ſhe beſtowed any 
avour, or gave an Alms, She gave it cheerfully with- 
out grudging, or any the leaſt repining, ſo the loat 
which ſhe ' gave was not Panis Lapideſus, as Serra 
ſpeaks, but pure and fine Manchet without any mix- 
ture of Gravel, An Alms given with hard Language, 
reproach or an harſh exprobration, is gravel-bread, 
and at once loſes both it's thanks and commenda- 
tion. 

The third, Prudence, a gracious Quality of the Soul, 
which is ever joyn'd with Wiſaom as it's inſeparable 
Companion, as appears by Epb. 1.8. —— According to: 
vhe riches of his Grace, wherein be bath abownaded 10+ 
wards. 
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wards us in all Wiſdom and Prudence. So Prov$.12, 
1Wiſdom dwell with Pradence, Here too they are ma- 
red, they cannot be ſevered, The property of Wiſdom, 
5 59-75, to propound to tt ſelf a right or good end, 
2s it is the Office of Prudence, (which derives it's 'name 
from Providence) wa3s braivetzr tO adviſe of and de- 
viſe proper and fit means ſuirable to that end, To be 
happy hereafter in Heaven and to live honourably 
with repute here on Earth, ſhould be our main end : 
Faith in Chriſt attended with good works 15 the way 
to attain the former, Juſtice and Honeſty to man is the 
means to acquire the other, ery 
This virtue, this ee»-as, was moſt eminent in our 
Renowned Dutcheſs,ſhe made ir her whole buſineſs, 
her = * to get a place in Heaven, (where ſhe now 
ſits and raigns) and by well-doing to leave a good 
name behind her, being dead ; thar the tranſplendent 
light of her beneficence ſhining amongſt men, and 
they beholding her good works might glorifie her Fa- 

ther which & in Heaven, Mart. 5. 16. 
Her Prudence likewiſe was ſeen 1n this that ſhe had 
a great command over her Tongue, and Paſſions ; ſhe 
knew that ( as Th. de Kempis (ays well, lib. i. c, 20.) 
Its an eaſier thing to be ſilent then not 10 offend in 
ſpeech, or multitude of words : ſhe therefore ſeldom 
 ſpake bur to the benefit of the Hearer ; Grieve ſhe did 
at the miſcarriages of men (whereby God was diſho- 
noured ) and for publike calamities when the Church 
was afflited, but this ſorrow was allayed with Reli- 
gion, it never exceeded; Thus alſo her Anger was 
rempered with Meekneſs,' ſo that if 'at any time het 
blqod boiled up in her tender heart out of a diſlike of 
any thing ttat did offend her, it never ran w_ the 
rim 
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brim of Reaſon, or bounds of Modereition, Her ears 
were ever open to the complaints of the poor, but 
ſhur againſt all calumny and Detrattion z Her Fyes 
ever opey too, looking up to Heaven ( 4s the eyes of 
Servants look unto the hands of thetr maſters -—— Pal. 
123.2.) but ſhut againſt Objects drefs'd up with va- 
nity, through theſe caſements they-could not enter in- 
to her capacious Soul, the receptacle oncly of chaſte 
thoughts decked with Purity of good Intentioas 
Her mouth had a watch ſct upon it, which then oper- 
cd when ſhe was to give ru'es of Inſtruction, and Or- 
ders for direction to her well-ordcered Religious Fa- 
mily, or when ſhe fell into diſcourſe of Religion, and. 
of the =? dr the things above, heavenly things; which 
ſhe ever uſed to do, whenſoever I was admitted into 
her bleſſed Private Seciety.In a word, which is another 
high degree of Prudence, and that which the Philo- 
ſopher terms ovvans, Perſpicacitas, ſhe could quick- 
ly, and warily diſcern the diſpoſitions , capacities, 
manners, humours, affe&ions, and aims of thoſe with 
whom ſhe did converſe , and accordingly did ſuir 
her carriage to every mans temper without flatrery, 

which was far from, and beneath, her. | 
She was a magazen of experience,the fruit or bene- 
fir of Old Age, and the proxime cauſe of Prudence. 
Hcr vaſt Memory, which was ſtrong and vigorous to 
aImiration, was the Storehouſe and Treaſury of Ob» 
ſcrvations, and Knowledge of Occurrences for many 
ſcores of years: ſo that Loften have ſaid, what I truly 
found by her rare diſcourſes, that (he was a Living 
Chronicle bound up with the thread of a long-ſpund 
Age ; the which being cut aſunder by the hand of 
Death, we are thereby Rs of a great Jews! and 
COMe 
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comfortable benefit. In divers accidents and things 
relating to our Pariſh I oft appeal'd to her ſtupendi- 
ous Memory, 4s an ancient Record, and as that was ad- 
mirable, ſo what the Son of Sirach ſays of Fudas Mac- 
cabew, Eccl.93.7. Her memorial is, and ſhall be bleſſed 
for ever. Who in the fourth and fifth place was admi- 
red and highly honoured for her Humility and Patience. 

The former of theſe is a Vertue which i5 the Cogni- 
ſaxce of a Saint, and the true Ba2ze of a Chriſtian; it is 
che firft Leſſon which is to be Learn'd in the School! 
of Chriſt, who is Meziſter humilitatis ſoſtyled oft by 
S. Ang, Learn of me for 1 am meek ayd lowly, 8c, 
Matt.11.29, The Dodtrinal ſaying of this great 
Maſter of Humilty. Ir is grounded upon an high ap- 
vrehenſion of the Majeſty and Greatneſs of Almighty 
God, together with a low cftimation a man hath of 

himſelf, in regard of his many weakneſſes, and ſinful 

| Infirmities 3 Theſe being ever propoſed to the cye of 

Her Conſcience, and looking upon all the good things 

She had, her Gifts and Graces, as Goi's Donatives, 

(who can and will, if we be proud of them to a con- 

rcmpr of others, rake them from us) She therefore 

ever payed to God the Tribute of thankfulneſs for 

\ them, bowgng Her Soul to God by an humble ſub- 

| miſſion ro His Will, and to the juſt commands of 

PN oi Superioursz being likewiſe afſnred of this, that if 
the had more riches, others might have more Grace, 
and if ſhe exceeded them in one or more gifts, they 
might excel in others. Hence did ſpring and ariſe Her 
meekneſs, and Humility , a Grace which renders a 
man : amiable in the ſight of God, who dwels ( as 
the Prophet 7ſaiah ſpeaks, chap. 57. 11,) in an 

humble heart ;it being the Chict Manfion or _ 

: Houle 
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Houſe of the holy Ghoſt, tv £7ws T9 deg piAGY os 75 wink 
<1 coral iav78y warlunras. Chryſ. There 15 nothing more 
acceptable and pleating to God than for a man to de- 
grade himſelt in his humble thoughts,and to rank him- 
{elf among thc loweſt , even then when he is in a 
place of Dignicy or Eminence : Such a one is God's 
delight, his ſpecial Favorite, So was the good Dutch'ſs, 
who refle&ing in her Religious thoughts upon her 
trail compolicton , as beins ( what Abraham filed 
himſelf, Gez, 18, and what the greatcſt are) but Duſt 
( in regard of her beginning) and Aſhes (in refpe& 
of her end) and knowing thar ( as the forenamed 4 


Kemps laysof man in General) that ſhe was Culpable in 11 1. is 


many things, proxe by nature to evil, and unwle of her ©” 
ſelf to ſtand and perſiſt in that which i goed, This know- c :5 1: i; 


#\91ul:;s, 
h, 3} 


ledge of her ſelt beat down Pride, and ſet up athrone © «1 fun 


tor Humility in her heart, which diſplaycd it ſelf by her _ 


pormas 
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delighting to be concealed by her private retirement, 691 dcbi- 


yet thining in goodneſs though unſcen, like thoſe ſtars 
( called, Sporates ) in the Galaxie or milk-way in the 
firmament : It likewiſe diſcover'd it ſelf, Firſt, By 
taking no content or delight in the praiſe of men, 
when it was offered 3 Secondly, By her contentation 
ia every cſtare and condition , every mutation or 
change of fortune, conceiving that what good ſhe en- 
joyed was more, and what evil ſhe ſuſtain'd was lels, 
chan ſhe deſerved. 

This Grace of Hamiiity in Her was the parent of 
Pa'tence, a cheerful bearing of afflition without mur- 
muring or repining at God's diſpenſations or provi- 


l:s. 


We mur- 


dence. He that thinks or believes he & the Son of God will my: 4; 


not murmure at any diſpenſation of his Previdence ; 


e flinws 


ſhould I lead your Meditations through all the Stages g,. © 


C2 of 


(12) 


of her ſufferings in the late bloody Rebellious times; 
truly 1 might tire yours, though they did not over- 
come Her, Patience, But ſhe with a moſt Heroick 
Chriſtianlice Courage and Spirit, bore up againſt all 
the batteries and ſtorms of plundering Perſecutours,of 
railing Shimei's, and backbiting Rabſhakes, againſt 
whom her Innocency was no fence to keep of their 
approaches: And as thoſe leſter lights of Heaven ſhine 
brighteſt in the dark Winter nights, and fire burns 
hotteſt in the cold froſt; fo the Srar of her profeſſion 
ſhind moſt glorioully , the fire of her Zeal to the 
Truth glowed with. a greater heat under the rage of 
thoſe, who did perſecure her with their hands rob- 
bing her of her goods ( becauſe ſhe would not be as 
they were, bad, rebels againſt the King and Church ) 
and blaſting her reputation with their black Tongues 
nor Creading to report ſhe was a Papiſt, or (as one 
ſaid before a Commirtee ) ſomething like one : and 
why > Becauſe ſhe was loyal to her Soveraign , a lo- 
ver and Patroneſs of Orthodox Divines, and abound- 
ed in good works. If it were only Charity thar did 
conſtitute a Papiſt, I would not refuſe or diſlike tobe 
ſo called ; but her ſoundneſs in her opinion, and 
practice of the true Rehgion manifeſted ro the 
World that ſhe was a {Ee Ctriſtian, a Chriſtian 
indeed and not only in name ee2wan in wen winn [gp, 
One of a molt exact converſation, and fir to be pro- 
poſed to this looſe and ſinful Age as a pattern of 
good living z and as St, Auguſtine referr'd thoſe that 
delired to profit in Virtue to.the life and converſation 
of S. Paulinus , Vade in Campaniam diſce Paulinum, 
Go zo Campania and ſtudy Paulinus 3 ſo would I ſay 
t9 any perſon , that ſhould defire to attain to ſome 

degree 


(213) 
Ccegree of perfeRion in Grace, Goodneſs, and Piety, 
Pade ad Santti Agidil oppidum, & Diſce Duciſſam 
Dudleyam , Have recourſe to St. Giles's and enquire 
after the Life and manners.of Dutcheſs Dudley; con- 
form your Life to Her Religious Converſation ( who 
hath left behind her there many Ladies much like 
unto her) ſo may you prove a good proficient in 
Religion. 
' Her Pattence likewiſe diſcovered it (elf highly all 
the time of her ſickneſs which was long and tedious , 
and in the midft of all her pains, which were ſharp 
and gricvous; her Soul was drowned in the Con- 
remplation of that great Ocean of bliſs in Heaven, 
to which ſhe was ſailing through the narrow channel 
of this life : She never . complained wich murmuring 
or bitter Lamentation , as roo many do in their fick- 
neſs, nor ſaying as Rebekah did , Ger. 25.22, when 
che twins ſtrugled in her womb, 1f it be ſo why am 1 
thus ? No ſhe knew thit 5ivn 17Van iupie i mine, that 
the gate is ſtrait which leadeth into rhe. City of blits, 
and that through many tribulations we muſt enter into 


heaven ( which ſhe had learned out of Ads 13.22.) 


and therefore embraced her Crofs with cheerfulne(s -- 
and why, ſhould a living man complain, « man for the 
puniſhment ef hi Sin? Lam.3, 39. She in effe& ofr 
ſaid what St, Hierome ſuggeſted ro Paula concerning 


the death of Blefilla, The Lord is good , and un ef 
whatſoever a good God doth cannot be bad, To "cine 
conclude *this particular, She look'd upon her ;,, 
troubles as the Los of God's Children, the Phyſick of cerit bonus 


F72Eus, 30 


the Soul, the Pledge of Divine Love, the Badge © 


her profeſſion ( as a Chriſtian ) the Incemive of her fe bow n. 


Devotion, and a mark of her Conformity "with 


C3 Chriſt, 


J 


(14) 
Chriſt- her Head, 4nd the Captain of -our Salva- 
tion; and therefore, following hies,ſhe bore all with #4- 
zience, ; A?-) 
To whom that ſhe might by acloſer Union be joyn- 
ed, Now that her Soul was drawing towards Heaven, 
having ſpent all the time of her ficknefs in Prayer and 
Repentance,, and heavenly Conferences, of which 1 
could give a large account, <he ( as ſhe had done 
ofr-rtimes before ) defired to receive her laſt YViaticum 
that heavenly food , which might (as it did ) 
Krengthen- her Spirit in it's laſt conflit with Death, 
and 1n it's long journey to eternity, or ever- 
laſting life; I mean th4as which is a Sacrament, 
as of a thankful Commemoration of Chriſt cru- 
cified, {o of a bleſſed Confirmation, for that it con- 
firms our Faith that Chriſt is, and will be in all 
reſpets' to our Souls (1 had rather ſay to our 
Perſons} what the Bread and Wine is to our 
Bodics. | 

Had you been then preſent and ſeen with what 
flaming devotion , with. what burning afle&ion, and 
lowly Reverence upoh | her Knees ( when ſhe could 
hardly ſtand upon her feeble legs ) ſhe received that 
heavenly Food that «farag/us pippzrrr, (as Ten. calls it) 
which Phylicks the Soul for Eternity, the ſcal of her 
pardon, and token of her Communion with Chriſt; 
had you then beheld her. devout: deportment,, and 
heard the Divine expreſſions, which immediatly fell 
from her gracious lips, you would hence have con- 
cluded that ſhe was a rare Saint --- Having thus got a 
farmer hold of Chriſt by Faith in the Merits of his 
_ and: Paſſion, and graſping her Saviour an the 
ArmSof Her Love and Thankfulneſs, She ever after 

| chaunted 
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chanted out ola S$imeens Sore , Luke 2.20, Dis- 
mine nunc dimitis, &Fc, Lord now letteft theu thy 
ſervant depart in peace, She ( as St. Au2ſtine ſays 
of Faith) tore, of Death's grim Vizard, and beheld 
under it a comely ſmiling face; fo as, whiles unto 
the cnemics of God (thoſe that are' not reconcil'd 
unto him by Faich ih Chriſt and the amendment of 
their lives) it 1s no other than a terrible execu- 
rtioner of Divine Vengeance, it ſeemed to her an 
Herauld of Peace, a meſſenger of Joy, a plauſi- 
ble and ſure Convoy unto Bleſledneſs, - For this 
cauſe, or upon theſe conliderations ſhe longed af- 
rer her Sdavas, her diflolution, even as the weary 
Traveller after he hath meaſured many tedions miles 
(as ſhe had years) and paſſed many dangers both 
by Sea and Land, and felr the harſh entertain- 
ments of a ſtranger, rejoyces to draw near in his 
return to a- pleaſant and Rich habitation, Thus 
ſhe deſired earneſtly to be releaſed from Her Pri- 
ſon, (the body is ſuch and no more to the Soul ) 
Shs often wiſhed to be diſſolved, and to be ad- 
mitted into a nearer familiarity or Communion 
with Chriſt : a few days after the Lord in Mercy 
made her partaker of her holy wiſh and deſire, 
gave her an happy Releaſe by Death, and Grace 
ro utter theſe laſt words of the Protomartyr Saint 
Stephen, Adt.7. 59. Lord Feſus receive my Spirit ; 
and when ſhe had ſaid this (he ( after ninety 
years current ſpent in God's ſervice) fell a- 
ſleep. 

Death was no more to®*this 1/Iuſtrious Dutcheſs 
then aſleep, Her body after many vexatious Toils, 
Troubles , and Diſquiets in this Vorld ſhall ſleep 

Or 
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or reſt for a While 1n it's ume, its D21m'tgr9 the 
Grave, But her foul is now awake in Hearen, wearing 
the Crown of Perſeverance, and ſinging with the tri- 
umphant Chorus of Angels and Saints glorified a joy- 
tul Song to the Lamb Chriſt Jeſus fitting upon a 
golden glorious. Throne 3 who will at the great 
day raiſe up her body from it's long ſleep by virtue 
of that Spiris which rais'd him from the dead ( Rows. 
$. 11.) and dwelt by a full meaſure of Grace in the 
Soul of our deceaſed Saint, who being dead yet ſpeaketh 
( as the Apoſtle atteſts of righteous Abel, Heb. 11.4, 
and methinks beſpeaks as now on Earth her ſurvivers, 
from Heaven, in the words of St. Paw!. Ler your con- 
verſation be, as mine was, is Heaven, where I raign 
now in the Embraces and Glories of my Saviour : and, 
Be ye followers of me as 1 was of tbe Lord Feſas, in 
Faith and Love, in Humility, Meekneſs, Piety and Pa- 
rience, and ſuppoſe too that ſhe beſpeaks you all inthe 
words of Gideon to his Souldiers, and of 4bimeleck 
- tO his, F«dg. 7.17. chap. 9.48. Look on me and do 
likewiſe, what ye have ſeen me do (| and ſhall hear I 
have done ] ever ſo do ye, according to your abilities, 
and ſeveral capacities 3 x 
-2 Clothe the backs of the poor, and feed the hungry 
& bellies; adorn God's Houſes, and contribute to the Re- 
< building of decaied, and, by war and fire, waſted 
* Churches; endow poor Vicaradges with Annual Ac- 
* ceſions or Augmentations of large Salaries; relieve 
&© poor Widows 10 Hoſpitals by yearly Penſions; give 
* 500d and competent Summes for the redemption of 
© Chriſtian Captives now chain'd up to ſlavery in the 
© hands, or under the power, of Infidels; and for placing 
* out of poor Children or Orphans yearly to be Appren- 
tices, 


(17) | 
* tices, Honour your Miniſters who are ſet over you in | 
© the Lord, eſpecially thoſe who labour, in the Word, | 


© x Tim.5.17. 4.e, take great pains to diſpenſe the 

© lively Oracles of it, and adminiſter frequently the 

© holy Sacraments for the edifying and ſaving of your % 

& Souls; give what is due unto them, and take nothing 

© by fraud or violence fromthem,and, if they want an 

© houſe to dwell in,provide one for them; All thar has 

been ſaid the Illuſtrious Dutcheſs did , and gave to 

God the Glory of it, who afforded Her , by his bleſ- 

ſing, that good and plentiful ſeed which ſhe liberally 

ſowed and ſcatter'd in the fields of the poor, and 

hath ſprung in a rich and large crop af bleſſings which _ | 

ſhe now enjoys with God in the Cceleſtial Paradiſe, | 

Pauperum fundus eft fecundiſiimus ; The poor man's 

field affords the largeſt Crop. And though all can- 

not keep an even ow or goalong with her in her 

Bounty and Magnificence, yet follow her (though at 

a diſtance ) by conforming your lives and ations to 
- her Charity, and goodneſs. Thus if you do (as her 

good deeds in a manner exhort you) and declare the | 

Sincerity or Truth of your Faith by your goods works, 

Imitating Chriſt he Ki#g of Saints, and this deceaſed 

Dutcheſs a Qucen among her Sex for her rare exem- 

plary Virtues and Graces, you ſhall be for ever bleſſed, 

as She is, and Crown'd with Everlaſting Glory, and 

Happineſs, 


Trin-wni Deo Laus, honvr, & Gloria, &c. 
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Moſt Charitable, Deeds, 


\/; Her Good, or 


S to abound in Good Works is an' Ar- 


gument of a Lively Faith in Chriſt, - 
\c and a true ' mark” of Chriftianty; fo 
2d V. to diſperſe the ſame upon a ſelf-ſecking 
=——@== Intereſt, our of a deſign co gain praiſe, 
and pet glory by it, is an infallible note or fign of 
Hypecrifie, This Phariſaical vice never lodged in the 
Soul of our deceaſed Dwtcheſs, ſo Renown'd for her 
ſtupendous Charity, the fire whereof burnt hot in her 
Religious breſt, bur was cover'd over with the Aſhes 
of Humilty : She, whilſt living, loved not to hear her 
juſt praiſes ſounded in her Ear for well-doing , bur 
contented her (elf with God's approbation, whilk ſhe 
did all for His Glory, that the poor, releived by her 
bounty, might have an occaſion to ſay, Bleſſed be rhe 
D 2 Lord, 
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Lord, for his merciful goodueſs, that hath open'd the 
heart, and hand of his f mw. fo help, and ſucconr us 
in our want, She was ſuch a ſtranger to Pride (which 
nEver center's _ gm Soul ) =_ _ from 
Oſtentaion in-her-life,,. that I aga periwaded, had an 

come to her before her FRG mention'd the x 
ſign of publiſhing the enſding Terdlogve after it, ſhe 
would -nort have conſented'to that motion, bur rather 
forbad it. However now:thar her Grace is out of the 
reach of Flattery , and cannot be ſuſpeced for the 
guilr of Fab. I ſhall blow the Trumpet of her 
praiſe, by preſenting to the World a /sft of her good 
deeds, that thoſe, who peruſe ir, may- thereby be in- 
duced to follow her ſteps, to conform their lives to 
the exemplary pattern of. her. bountiful goodneſs, to 
abſtain from {uperfluiries in Apparel , and Diet, 
(which murther Charity ; ) that what they ſpare, or 


gain by abandoning all exceſs in needleſs expenſes, 
___ contribute the ſame to the relief and comfort 
f 


t 
of Chrilt's poor Members, bis necefſitons, pious Ser- 
vants. This was the- praftice -of our 1Iluſtrious 
Dutcheſs'; and for this God has Crown'd her ( as he 
will all thoſe that imitate her ) with everlaſting glory 
and happinels, : 


C22.) 


A juſt Accountot her good deeds 
in her life, and little before her -- 
death, taken out of our Chur- 
che's Regiſter, and ſpecified in - 
her laſt V/7/l and T eflament. 


I. HE Charity began at the Houſe of God, 
which was firſt in her thoughts; as it is uſually 
the laſt, or not art all, in other's. | 

When the former Church here of $.G:les,which was 
decay d by Age, lay as it were in Rubbilh, there being 
a Void ſpace at the upper end of the Chancel, which 
was ſtored with Lumber, as. the Boards of Coffins, 
and Dead-mens Bones; She, being offended ar thar- 
unhandſome proſpe&, erected a decent Skreen, to di- 
vide the ſaid Chancel fromthe forenamed place, and 
to hide ir from the beholders eyes, which could nor- 
but be troubled ar it. 

2. When the foreſaid Church was fallen (with '! beg+z to 
the fall whereof that Skrees was demoliſhed) God _ 
moved the hearts of the Parithioners to ere&t a new 16: #n1 
Chorch in the Room or place of the former , which 7 _ 
was in a few years <ffeted and finiſhed, many hun- _— 
dreds of good Chriſtians in other Pariſhes contribu- out it. | 
ting to ſo good and glorious a work, ſhe moſt liberally £153" 
{as ſhe had.a magmficent large fonl) gaye tothe ad- 
wvance and finiſhing of ir, together withche'Wall thar 
encompaſſeth ir, many 100 /, of which her 'm1zai- 

| D 3 ficens 
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ficent bounty, the then grateful Pariſhioners ereRed a 
Monument which is placed over the great gate or the 
Northſide of the Church, "The words:engraven in a 
large ſquare Stone are theſe, - | "ez 


00D FOELIX BONUMOVE 'SIT 

T POSTERIS. 
HOC TECMPLUM, LOCO. VETERIS. EX ANNOS 4 

VET USTeATE 
COLLAPSI, MOLE ET SPLENDORE AUCTUM 
| MULTO, P AROECORUM CHARITAS 
INST AURAUIT. 

IN QUIBUS PIENTISSIM/E HEROINE 


D. ALICLE DUDDELEY 


CHUNIFICENTIA GRATUM MARMORIS HUJUS 
* CMERETUR ELOQUIKM. 
HUIC ETI AM ACCESSIT ALIORKUM QUORUNDAM 
PIET AS 
O'"IB1S PROVIS/ALE IN, COELO SUNT GRATES. 


3. The Church being finiſhed ( which is a large 
goodly Fabrick) that the Inſide of ir might cor- 
reſpond with that which is without, She gave hangings 
of Watched Taffity to cover : the upper end of 
the Chancel , and thoſe border'd with a Silk and Sil- 
ver Fring. | | 
Tiew, 
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 Tiems, For the back of the Altar a Rich Green 
| Velvet Cloth with theſe three Letters in Gold IHS 
embroider'd On it. 

- o_g Service Books in Folio , Emboſſed with 
old. | 

A Green Velvet Cloth with a Rich deep Gold 

Fring to cover the Altar on Sundays. | 

A Cambrick Altar-cloth with a deep Bonelace 
round abour, 

Another fine Damask Altar-cloth. 

Two Cuſhings for the Altar Richly Imbroider'd 
with Gold. 

A Large Turkey Carpet to be ſpread on the 
Week days over it. 

A beautiful Skreen of Carved Work, which 
was placed where the former in the Old Church 
ſtood. | 
; Moreover ſhe gave a neat pair of Organs, with a 

Caſe Richly Guilded, 
Iiem, Very Coſtly handſome Rails, to guard the 
Altar or Lord's.Table from profane abuſes, 

Htem, The Communion Plate- of all ſorts in Sil- 
ver and Gilr, for that Sacred Uſe, which is as large 
and Rich as any in the City and Suburbs, | 
Beſides all this, She was ar the -Charge of Paving 
the Upper End of the Church with Marble Stones. 
And gave the great Bell in the Steeple, which, as 
oft as it Rings, ſounds her praiſe; and was ar the Charge 
of caſting and hanging the other five Bells, | 
'_  Onely this Bell and the forefaid Plare excepted, 
ill the forenamed Ornaments of the Church ( be- 
log counges Superftitious and. Popiſh) were demo- 
liſhed,and ſgld ( under a pretenſe of relieving the: 
poor 


(24) 

- - poor: oull of che/Mony Recobetd forthee By the 
Peforming: Reforchers: (asthey wett& cal) in the 
late bloody Rebellions times. Bur'rhe Church fince 
has been by onr care Rebeautified, though'norin the 

ſame high degree and manner as before ſpecified; 
-..4. She gave--long ſince to the'Chureh' of Sroxecley 
in Warwick-ſhire (where Her Sacred Body lies now 

Emomb'd ) as alſo ro the _ 

MANCESTER. 
LEKE-WOTTON. 
Churches of E' ASHOW.' -—_ 
; KENELWORTH,and 
MONKSKRIRBY, twenty pounds 
and upwards per 4u7um & piece, for a' perpetual Aug- 
mentation:to the- poor Vicaridgesof thoſe ReſpeRive 
Churches: foe ever, 5 7 bn | 
5. Moreover ſhe beſtowed on the ſame Churches,and 

Likewiſe upon the Churches of Bidford-in rheforeſaid 

County of Warwick, Atton in Middleſex, S, Albans in 

Hartfordſhire, Parſhil in Northampton, divers pieces 

of fair and'coftly Plate ro be- uſed ar” the Celebration 
of the Holy Communion in each of them. _ '' * 
| 6, And befides all this; She purchaſed afair Houſe 
and Garden neer the Church of S. 63les's aforeſtid, 
and gave it for a perpetual Manſion to the Incum- 
bents after | three lives, whereof two are ex- 

Ta She alſoallowed a yearly tipend' to” the Sexton 

of that Church to Tole the great Bell' when the Pri- 
 ſoners,condemn'd to die, were paſſing-by, and to Ring 
out-after they were Executed: «Hin rt 


* 


$; She Vfikewiſe gave great Surmes of Money 
for the repaiting of the Cathedral]. Church at la 
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gu} and for the Re-edfying of S, Sepalcbres hete in 
Lonaon, 

All theſe (with many more of a leſſer Magnitude) 
were the produc or fruits of her great Chariry, 
whilſt ſhe lived z and thereby made (as wiſemen and 
women do) her own eyes her Overſeers, and her own 
hands her Zxeceromrs. 


At her Death She mad: theſe following 
Bequeſts, vis, 


1, For the Redemption of Chriſtian Captives from 
the hands of Infidels, one hundred pounds per annum 
for ever, | 
8. To the Hoſpital ſituate neer the Church here 

in $.Gites's four hundred pounds for ewenry pounds 
a year for ever. 

3. For the placing out for ever of poor Pariſh 
Children of S. Giles's Apprentices, two hundred 
pounds, to purchaſe a piecg of Land at ren pounds 
per ann, And two to be put out every years 

CSTONELEY. 
KENILWORTH,. 
4. To the poor | LEKE-W OTT ON. 
of the foreſaid ASHOW. 
BIDFORD and 
 L PATSHIL aforeſaid ; and 
oof LICHBOROW and 

a0! >? BLAKESLEY in the County of 
No thamptos, one hundred pounds per 42. to be di- 
ſpoſed and diſtribured among them in ſuch ſort or 

manner as Her Will doth dire& Her Exccutrix. 
5s. And upon the day of Her Funeral fifty 
” E pounds 
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pounds to be diſtributed among the poor of the ſaid 
Pariſh of S. Giles, and other adjoyning Pariſhes, 

6, She bequeathed to. fourſcore and ten Widows 
- (according to the Number of the Years, She lived) to 

each one a Gown and Fair White Kerchief to attend 
fc Hearſe wherein. Het Body was carried, and one 

illing a piece for their Dinner after that Solemniry 
was perform'd, which was on the fixtcenth day of 
this preſent Month of March, 1668. 

7. She appointed. by Her Will five pounds to 
be given to every Place or Town where Her Corps 
ſhould Reſt in it's Paſſage from London unto Sroncley 
(as aforeſaid) in Warwickſbire ; where She hath a 
-— Monument long ſince prepared by Her 
elt. | 

8, She Order'd that. {ix pence. ſhould be given to 
every poor body that ſhould meer Her Corps on the. 


Road, Ns. 
BLACKSLEY, 
9, She gave to. 3 ITCHBOROUGH, and 
| ATSHIL aforeſaid , ten 
pounds a piece 'to be diſtributed among the poor the: 
ſame day Her Corps was Interred. 
10. To the Pariſh of Sroneley fifty pounds, which 
was diſtributed the ſame day. by 
Thus our 1luſtrious  Durcheſs did in Her Life, 
and at Her Death; and doubtleſs for all Her Good 
Deeds She has Her reward in Heaven by God's 
Mercy, and Chriſt's Merits. | 
Whom that ſhort and Ingenuous Epitaph would 
'befir, which is Inſerib'd on the Learned 7/. Cauſa- 
bone's Monument in Weſtminſter Abbey : admit of 
5 thus, with the: Alteration Of a Name, and Noone. 
= | 4; 
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af 


Qui nbſſe\vult Ducifſlam Duddeleiam] 
Non ſaxa, ſed fafta legat, 
Superſutura marmori 
ET 
Profutura Poſteris, 


T 


In Engliſh thus. 


READER, 


* Wouldſt thow the famons Dutcheſs Dudley know, 
Read n08 Her Monument ( that's far below 
Her Merits ), but her As; which with ber Name 
Carried on the” Nimble wings of Fame 


will profit thoſe that ſhall hereafter come, 
And laft when Marbles have thitr fatall Dome, 


To the former CarALoGue 
of Her Innumerous A&s * of Charity, 
Let this Epicedium- be added as a cloſing 
Epilogue, : 


When Greatneſs, with a Long-ſpund-age, 
And Goodneſs jeyn'd fill up the Page 
Of Her due Praiſes, we may ſay 
That nnkin'd Death has wks away 
2 ” 
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'4 Phoenix of Fer Sex ; in whoſe Breſt 
The Graces dwtlt ,” and made their Niſb : 
0! from Her Aſhes way there Riſe 
A Generation to Immorialiſe 


What e&'re of Virtue bears the name, 
Whilſt , what She did, they do the ſame. 


Florwit, Floret, ac Flerebit. 


THE END. 


——_— —_—— — 
— em 


I ſhall deſire the Candid Reader when-ever he mcets 
with the Name Dudley to ready Duddelry : We find 
by alare Subſcription nnder 'Her hand , that, as She 
wrote, ſo Her Name is to be Read and Spelled, 

There is one thing more of no ſmall concern which 
hath been omitted, but muſt for a cloſe of all be ſub- 
joyn'd to what hath been.briefly ſaid concerning Her 
Pedigree. | 

As Her Grace wasthe ſecond Daughter of Sir Tho- 
wes Leigh of Srontley in Warwick-fhire Knight and Ba- 
ronet;1o Her Mother was Katharina a moſt Virtuous 
Lady, Daughter to Sir Fohn Spencer of Worme Letgh- 
#0 Knight, and great Grandfather to the Right Ho- 
nourable now Earl of Sunderland, &c. bo: 

The foreſaid Sir Thomas had by His Lady Xaths- 
rina flue, Fohn Leigh Knight who was the Father of 
the Lord Leigh Baron of Sroneley now living , in the 
County of Warmlck. 


t 
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|. ———— 


> —_—_— _—_ 


Philip. 3.20. 
Our (onverſation is in heaven, from whence 


alſo we look for the Saviour the Lord 
eſus Chriſt. | 


HERE is in Zove ſo ſtrange a piece of 
ſj of Magick, as to transform a man into the 
| object of it, and to tranſlate the Soul into 
ROY 2 place: far remote from the body of the 
affectionate Lover, S, Paul, whoſe Soul was fired with 
a burning flame of Seraphick love, was of this Divine, 
and Holy Temper after his viſion, when he was rap'd 
up into the third Heaven; where he heard, and ſaw 
afppila biuam » words, and things which were inexpreſ(- 
fible,and doubtleſs beheld the glorious face of ourLord 
Chriſt Feſws , the beauty of Heaven, and the mirrour 
of Angels: cver after he was ( yet with ſubmiſſion 
to God's will, whether for life or death) weary of 
the world; which he look'd upen as a Shop of vani- 
ties, a Sink of uncleanneſs and a Dungeon of miſe- 
ries, and by an holy tranſ{migration of Spirit converſt 
daily & hourly with his God in Heaven : and knowing 
that the only way, or means, to arrive at that place of 
Bliſs, that Manſion of pure delights, and ſublimate 
Joys, is to follow Chriſt, to imirate H m, whole life is 
the moſt perfeR Idea of all virtues, the moſtexa@t rule 
of Holy Living,he therefore in his Epiſtle to the Epbeſ, 
5.1. Exhorts them and with them us in theſe words, 
Be ye followers of God, as _—_ hbilaren; again, 1 Cor, 
| 3 It. 
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It.t. Be ye followers of me, 4s T alſo am of Chriſt; 
S. Paxl,who preſs'd this duty tothe Epheſians and Cortn- 
thians, did know full well the nature of man ; whom 
an Apiſh and Fond imitation turns into the nature of 
beaſts : ſo it may be ſaid of ſome men as it is Fſal,49, 
che laſt verſe, They, being in honowr, 1,e, endu'd 
with reaſon, wherewith they are honour'd 'by God 
above other Creatures , for want of a right uſe of ir, 
to a diſcreet ordering of their lives, way be com- 
pared to the beaſts that periſh. When men dor follow 
the bad examples of others, and walk in crooked and 
by-parhs, which tend to deſtruQion,they may be com- 
pared to the filly ſheep, who will! follow their leaders 
even into dcep waters, and down ſteep Prxcipicies, 
Non qua eunaum ſed qua itur, Senec. Not mindin 
where they ſhould, bus where the others go: There 
bave been , and are thoſe, who did, and do'cotirſt a 
defe&, or deformity ; a piece of- graceful” honour, 
it by ir they may be like their Superior :-Thus'2 wry 
neck in Ners's court was the Mode, and cſteem'd a 
piece of Gallantry z as 'the Yewwyls to liſp in Fu- 
lians, and to limpin anothers; becauſe thefe defe&s 
were bcheld in thoſe Emperors.- But we : Chriſtians 
ought to- be wiſe and prudent in our Imirations, and? 
by ſetting before our eyes the choiceſt patterns of 
goodneſs, we ſhould endeavour to heighten, and ad- 
vance our Souls to an evenneſs-in Grace,' and virtg! 
with the beſt Preſidents amongt God's Saints. To this 
end, 4,e, to raiſe their Souls to an' high degree of 
Perf.ion, S. Paul, werſ, 17, - of this Chap. exhorts 
the Philippians to propoſe bim for a pattern to' walk' 
by: Brethren be ye follewers of me ,'and mark them 
which walk ſo as ye-bave ns for an example, To which 
| exhorta- 
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tation he ſubjoynSareafoh inthe words of my Text. For 
our converſailon's is Htaven, &c, The firſt word, Con- 
wverſailen,is inthe Original Naim x the which, admir- 
ting of divers Interpretations, has cauſed a Variery of 
ConſtruQions amongRtExpoſirers, They,who with Ter- 
iulian and S.'Hierome, tranſlate the fame by Munici-- 
Pham ( which is the State or Condition of thoſe who, 
dwelling out of a City in ſome remote place-or Conn- 
try, have yet the Priviledges of the ſame ( they being 
enfranchiſed belonging to them !)*-upori this-aceoutr, 
ar far: this reaſon, ' they take rhjs tobe the” meaning 
of the Words ; That, although we be ſtrangers, and 
{ojourners here on Earth, however we are Municipes, 


Freemen , or Free-denyzens of Heaven, and 


have 


the priviledge to- be call'd, and own'd by God as 
ovurmnirea 5 ayivv. The Fellow-citizens of the Sain's, 
Epheſ, 2.17, With whom we ſhall, at the great 'day 


of the world's Afizes, Raign for ever in Heaven, 


partake of their Happineſs, 


and 


But the word being of a larger acception or figni- 
cation, for that by it is underſtood many times in the 
Greek Fathers ( as Chryſoſteme , Baſil , and others ) 


vite ratio & inſtitutum, a trade or manner of living 


es) 


( which is agreeable Likewiſe to the Syriace Tranſla-. 


tion) we may with Beza read the words thus, 
ut' celorum ' cives: noeſmest gerimus , we behave 


Nos 
OUTrC 


ſelves as Citizens of Heaven, And this Paraphraſti- 
cal gloſs {uits with that of Grotius, who ſays that this 
clauſe , Our converſation, &s, muſt borrow light for 
ir's ſenſe or meaning from the preceding words, v.19. 
Oi ma inmiyeis Georirles, who mind earthly things, to 
which is oppos'd that which follows in" my Text 


fagy N if minus — Bus 087 Converſation s in 


Hed» 


ven,. 
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wen, es. The words thus explain'd, In them, and: 
thoſe that follow, are wrapt up theſe two General 
parts. Firſt, Here is the Apoſtles proteſtation of his 
holineſs in theſe words, Our converſation & in Hea- 
wer, &e. Secondly , His, and all good Chriſtians 
joyful hope, or expettation,, From whence we expett 
the Lord Feſw Chrift. Firſt, For the Froteftor, S, Paul, 
and his Proteſiation. 

I remember that S. Chryſoſtowe,making mention of 
bim, ſays, that he had 6ggrouicr Joxiw a large Soul, a 
Soul as large as Heaven, for that ic was nor ſhut up 
nor Impriſon'd ( as the worldly mans is ) in his body, 
nor chain'd in fetters of Earthly cares, but dilated {as 
ours ſhould be ) in his love of Souls, and fpread in its 
ardent defires.of Heaven , or. future happineſs;a fter 
which he panted, as appears by his Cupis diſſolvi. 
Philip. 1.23. 4 deſire 20 be difſolv'd and ro. be with 
Chriſt, Thus his converſation ( or rather heart ) was 
in Heaven, And this his Protef ation, in the Texr of his 
Heavenly-mindedneſs, did not proceed from - Pride, 
or a vain-glotious Oſtentantion , bur only. from an 
holy, and earneſt defire to draw onr Souls upward 
by his Example to God that made them, whilſt we fol- 
low him in our practice by a Godly Imitation of his 
Virtues. | 

In the ſecond Epiſtle to Tim, 3.10, The Apoſtle 
thus beſpeaks him , Thew hoſt fully known 
my doctrine, manner of life, _ faith, long.ſuffer- 
ing,harity, patience; to which we may add his Sebriery 
and Temperance, of which we have a record, r Coy, g. 
27. As alſo his e7x171;, bis ſtriving fo keep 4 good 
Confcience woid of offence, At. 24,16. And when © 
we have beheld the Apoſtles Soul deck't with the 


fore 
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forenamed Graces, and enrich'd with: that ineſtimable 
Jewel of Heaventhe Souls'Paradiſe} Imein.4 Conſei: 
ence," that is, quiete & honeft# bona quietty;aud huneſts 
ly good, to the conſtitution whereof there "muſt con- 
cur theſe three Ingredients, Purites Cordes, wtritas ori 
hoxeſtas ations, Purity of heart, Truth'in the month, 
and honeſty in owr life, 'or converſation; From hence 
we may infer that Heaven had ina manner enter'd 
into him, and that he was in Heaven whilſt he 
breath'd upon earth, not only in regard' of his union 
with Chriſt by Faith (as a learn'd Commerator notes 
upon the Text) but alſo in reſpe& of his conformity 
to Chriſt, whom he loved, and reſembled * in: (his 
life, he being ( as Chriſt was ) Yir doloris & labors, 
4 man of ſorrows, and of great ſufferings', \likewiſe of 
a wonderful patience, as 1s evident by theieleventhiof 
his ſecond*Epiſtle to the Corinthlans: When his feet 
were in the ſtocks, A&, 16, His mind 'was in Heaven, 
Crus in Cippo, animwus in Calo, Avg, When heiwas in 
that great ftorm art Sea, AF. 27, When neither -Sun, 
nor Moon appear'd for many days,in-the midſt of thar 
danger his Soul was '& Mui: wiz, Chryl, in i quiet 
Haven , even in the boſom of God: in that great 
darkneſs he had 'a light withis the light of Joy, and 
comfort , becauſe God was with, and i» him. As 
there is all joy in Heaven, ſo there-is Heaven-in- che 
Souls inward Joy , which ſprings fromi:Patience in 
Tribulation, and from the Peace- of a' go0d; Conſci- 
ence: therefore, Holy, Patient, Meek, Humble $.Paul, 
who was ever contented, his Conſcience not diſquier- 
ed, He might truly aſſert of himſelf , and none” but 
ſuch as he was, of the ſame mould of Spirir;can ſay of 
themſelves as he ſaid, Our converſation i in Heaven. 
F Having 
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- Haying: given you a brief CharaQr of the, 7g. 
zeftexr: $.:R4nd,; 1 ſhall-now turn his Proteffation. into 
an exhoreation.:or. Precept , as he -intended ; for. we 
mul ſuppoſe,that when he had ſaid, Be ye followers of 
me, and mark ſuch as walk ſo (mark 1o as to imitate 
them) fir enr.Converſation # in Heawen, he (aid thus 
in effe&3 And: let: your.converſation be in Heaven. 
Firſt, By: yownSonls converſion unto. God. ' S, Hierome 
has a ſaying, -which,is @ vehement. afleveration, and: 
Proteſtation concerning himſclf, Teffor Deum, quando 
Ilachrymis- madent 08/1, videor tune Angelorum intere(ſe 
Chorss,, 1. proteſt and call God to wimeſs when mine 
eyes are drown'd with tears ſpringing from ſorrow for 
my flus 1 ſeem to my ſelf ro be nt. ok with or in the 
Company of 1h Hoh Awgels : Such is the nature, and 
energy of.true Tepentance, which of all things in the 
world 'makesthe. greateſt change z it works a change 
in God, i turns' bis frowns into ſmiles, his angry dt- 
ſpleaſure into a gracious favour 3 It transforms a car- 
nal carthly-minded man into a Spiritual and Divine 
Nature, from-Sin to- Grace, from yicious cuſtomes. to 
holy babits; from drunkenneſs ro ſober praQtices ; It 
raiſes &finner from death. to life, from his Priſon to a 
Throne, from Hell, and the guilt of eternal Tore 
ments to Heaven,and enticles him to endleſs happineſs: 
In a word, It carries a man to God, by confefling and 
forſaking his-ſins, and- brings God to-man in: pardon 
and forgiveneſs...  { 


This brings: peace tothe Soul:- and in whom this 
Peace reſides, in him God reſides, and dwells by his 
Spirit, which is/ the:;Spirit of Peace. Now can Hea- 
ven, ih the Joys and comforts of ir, be wanting where 


God is > 'When: therefore S. Paxl exhorts us to have 
| On? 
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ow? Converſation in Heaven; he: (ays ina manner-this; 
* Make your peace with God by.an' hearty | ſorrow for 
* your ſins, and declare the truth, or ſincerity of your 
© ſorrow by an holy, and heavenly life, which s the 
© Nurſe of Peace, and:Mother of folsd comfort, He is 
(as it were) in' Heaven. who" is: a:true ' and humble 
Convert; ſo was that Mary Magdeleny when ſhe lay 
weeping at Chriſt's feet : ſhe loved Chriſt. very 
- much, becauſe much was forgiven; her. - Srans in 
terris in Calo es, fi Denm diligis; Aug. If. thou: loveſ® 
God, thou art in Heaven whilſt thou (art o#n'' earth, 
A ſinner, thar is aſſur'd of his pardon; will love his 
Saviour, and this love will eranſport or carry his Soul 
to Heaven, to converſe there often by Meditation and 
Prayer with his Redeemer, rey 

Secondly, Let your Converſation be in Heaven, by 4 
frequent Contemplation'of it. £ 

As for our Contemplation or Meditation of Hea 
ven, I muſt tell you in general, that for want of it, 
or becauſe it is ſo neglected, virtue decays in men and 
vice abounds, the Graces of God's Spirit our Faith 
and Hope as alſo our Charity grow weak ; but our 
Paſſions, as Grief and Fear with others, get ſtrength, 
and encreaſe in ns: If our thoughts be. in Heaven 
( where true Honour, Wealth, and Pleaſure are to be 
found) our indeavours will be after it, and al! -vr 
Studies for it 3' and 'then',' $4 negledFis terre ff 4 
Calum toil aſpiramus ( as Pelacherns gloſles or 
Text) when wegleting or deſpiſing earthly things . 
wholy pant and ga'pe after Heavenly, n# ſad ev:nt, 
Caſualty here on earth will trouble us. | 

We read in Gen, 24. 62. That when 1Ja«c. went 


out to Meditate in the field ar''eventide.,, he mer 
© | Rebe- 


(36) | 
Rebekub; his. belovedy ſo tharman ſhall meet with joy 
and contebt :( as\S; Paul did) in all his ſufferings, 
char off takes. a'\walk by contemplation in rang Bn 
Cceleſtial Paradiſe , \'the-Garden of puredelights, Me- 
dicating .on\it's everlaſting 'comforrs, and. concluding 
6which isan -A&:ofi Farrh and (Hope). thar they arc 
provided for him, that” he-ſhall inheric them, be- 
cauſe heiis fitted and prepared for them, being freed 
by the ſanRiying:grace of God's holy Sp'rie from the 
bondage:df corruption, from the filthineſs, power and 
command of fin which raigns nort\in him,:. This work 
of iSantification-in/him is the only: evidence' a man has 
for: bis 4ſſe@rance, that he is: deſign'd to be © ovunirns 
s Fellow-Citiztn with the Saints in Heaven, And when 
his Meditation of it is. joyn'd with this aſſurance, as 
Diſcomforts.wilt flie:out of his Soul in the midſt of 
troubles, ſo neither will a.temptation+ to any: foul: ſin 
eaſily {eize-onit; For he will thus argue wich him- 
telf ; when he is tempied, I am marching or walking 
#pward:t0::;Heaven,: my. City, and: proper Country 
which 18-abovey bur-this fin-is the Broadway . which 
teads: wiwpwarzd: to: Hell 3:1 'am-bending, or moving 
forward toward: the pofictiion of everlaſting Joys, but 
this may turn my courſe backward, and hurry my Soul 
to. endleſs torments;.;tbetefore; I will not, commitr-it. 
Thus not only:a comforrdbly bur-alfoan. holy, lite is:the 
fruit of Divive\ Cavire platen y[ Wihich: i the Souls 
Nw1ess it's proſpedFinre glaſs; through which ar ſo great 
a diſtance ircanlook into: Heaven, and.apprehend in 
ſonie meaſure the - glories; which are'. there. prepa- 
| red, and reſerv'd forahobahatilaye and {erye thei Lund 
 Feſwonnnny made 3d Toe AS .ED fi don 90 
:- But if we raiſe our Souls oft upo;3the ſame wing-of 
; I Meditation 
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Atditation and; look upon God in our elevated 
thoughts, as filling Heaven and Earth with his un» 
bounded preſence, ſo, that nothing can eſcape the'Eye 
of his knowledge ; again,if we look upand behold/him 
not only as omnipreſent, but alſo omnipotens, a God 
likewiſe of ſupereminent Mercy and Truth, who can 
do what he will do, and will do what he hath pro- 
miſled, This A& of Contemplation will frft..cm- 
bolden onr Faith in Prayer, it will make us believe 
char, what he hath-promis'd , he will grant untous; it 
will ſecondly, beget in us an;holy. Fear, and awtul 
Reverence of his Majclty, fo as to. do nothing that ſhall 
be diſpleaſing in his fight, or diſtaſtful to his goodneſs; 
It. will :hirdly ſertle in us an 4atrem;ion or colletedneſs 
of. Spirit, and free us from wandring thoughts in our 
Prayers, whilft our Souls are: fix'd (as:the Propher 
David's was, Pſal. 57.8. ) upon God by a ſettled 
Meditation of his forenamed Attributes, vis, His: 4/- 
ſeeing Providence , His Almighty Power, His. Mercy, 
Truth and. Fuſticez which if we propoſe! to the eye 
of our Souls and ground our Faith upon them, when 
we commence our, requeſts ro: God 'tn, the. name of 
Chriſt, be will deny us nothing 'that he. knows to'be 
200d for us.. Seeing then that without Meditation we 
cannot attain.$0,a collected Attention of, our'Spirits in 
our. Prayers, without which, Artention-theſe (as a Rabby 
calls u5) are dead, yain, and frunlels, nw 22 mad 
like a body without a Soul ; for this, and in regard; of 
other great benefirs which we reap or :receive-by it, 
Let your. conwerſa'ion be in Heaven, bya frequent 
eqpemplaign both of it ,;.and of the; great. 'God, 
who is. our. Aimighty and moſt merciful ;Farher, and 


PF 3 | Thirdly, 


Lord of itt, 
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Thirdly, let your converſation be in Heaven, By your 
"eager affetFion or love to the things that are above or in 
j+. For it our Contemplative Meditations of Heaven 
draw after them our affeRions to'it, we may be ſaid to 
have our abode in it, even whilſt we live here, and 
-move upon the Stage of this Earth. A man may be 
truly ſaid to be where his mind 15, and his mind where 
his heart by love is fixed. 76s jam ſum ib! non ſum, 
where I am there I am mot, {0 {aid that fond lover in 
the Comedian , becauſe his body was in one pla.c and 
his heart in another : Not unlike to this expreſſion is 
that of Origen concerning Mary Magdalen, when ſhe 
came to the Sepulchre of our Lord Jeſus, Fohn 20, 
and found not his body there, Maria ii non erat ubi 
erat, quis 1014 #bi erat ubi Dominus erat, where ſhe was 
there ſhe was not becanſe her love was firmly fix d on 
Chriſt her Lord, ſhe was only where be was; the place 
ſhe knew, nor, but to his Perſon, her heart was joyn'd, 
thus was ſhe in her Soul preſent with him though in 
her body ſhe was abſent from. Him: Avima eft abi 
amas, The foul i there where it loves. Whence it will 
follow by a neceſſary induRion or conſequence, that if 
a man divides his ſoul from his body by a voluntary ſe- 
paration, or by ſetting his affettion of love upon the 
things which are above, as the Apoſtle exhorts, Col. 
3. 29, he may be at the ſame time, Accola terre, and 
Incols Cell, abide in this world, and dwell in 
Heaven, 

Now if you defire to know: what the 7* 4®, what 
thoſe things be which are above, which may challenge 
(as they Ielerye) the prime of our affetions, our - 
love and delight, and defires, They are fir ft that Purity. 
Secondly, That ſweet harmony of peace and concord. 
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Thirdly, That Lowe, and 4mily. Fourthly, That Piety 
that Afiduity in God's Worſhip: All which are the 
Jewels of Heaven wherewith the blefled Angels, and: 
the ſeparate Souls of Saintsare adorned, and beantified.' 
Now he thar hath ſet his affeQions on theſe things, and 
withall defires to be releas'd from the Priſon of this 
World, which is an Hoſpital of diſeaſes, a neſt of 
Profaneneſs, and a cage of Impurnies , and warrin 

. diſſenſions 3 where too hatred and malice, with all 
kind of wickedneſs raign among us, and now more 
than ever to our great reproach and ſhame, after ſo. 
many and great obtained mercies: He that deſires to 
be our of this Sodom, and to be in Heaven with Chriſt, 
not ſo much to be out of trouble, and to live at eaſe, 
as to be in the Company of His Saviour , to be freed 
from the ſlavery of tin, and to joyn with the Saints in 
their continued praiſes of the bleſſed and glorious Tr1- 
219; He whoſe Soul is enflamed with theſe holy de- 
fires, and looks upon all things here below as Pictures 
drawn in Sand or Snow as fading, cmpty, vexing vani- 
ties, not worthy of our leaſt affeions; briefly, he that 
isrhus dead tothe world, and aiive to Chriſt, becauſe 
his whole heart is fet upon him by love, and leads a Di. 
vine, Coeleſtial Life (ſuch for #i/»d, though not for it's 
acgree in Virtue) as Chriſt with his Saints do live in 
Heaves, a life that is pure and peaceable, full of Charity 
and good works, alſo holy and pious, ſuch a one may 
truly ſay with S. Paul in my Text: My converſation # in 
Heaven. From whence his Saviour will come at the laſt 
day, and rejoyn his body to his Soul by an happy Re- 
union, and thar becauſe his Soul in this life was ſever'd 
from his body, and h x'd npon Chriſt by Lowe, Which 
affection, if pure and ſincere, is ever attended with a -_ 
Ire 
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ſire of union, and fruition, ſo as to be joyn'd to, and 

enjoy the Perſon that is beloved. | 
Thus he thar loves the Lord Jeſus ( and woe will be 
to him that does not) will deſire his beatifical Preſence, 
which cannot be obtain'd but by Death : he therefore 
does not fear but wiſh and wait for ir, s a full poſſeſſion 
of glory in Soul and Body, is not:to be expected till-char 
great day of Jubile,the day of Judgment. Therefore 
God's'Saints;his Servants are delighted w*" the thought, 
and remembrance of ir, as was our bleſſed Apoſtle 
S. Pawl, who in the name of all his fellow Saints pro- 
teſted, ſaying, 3 #oirtuue nar, our converſation i in 
Meavyen, from whence alſo we look for the Saviour , the 
Zord Feſws Chrift;&c, This is the ſecond General part 
of my Texr, w® I rerm'd, S. Panl's, and all good Chriſti. 
ans joyful hope or expedtation,we look for theSaviour, fc. 
. In which words we have theſe three particulars to be 
diſcuſſed, Firſt, 2u: expetantes,who be the expeants 
or thoſe that look for Chriſt > Secondly, Pxalis expe- 
Fatio, what kind or manner of expectation this is ? 
Thirdly, 24 expeains, who it 15 that is looked for - 
or expected 2 It is the Saviour, which is Chriſt the Lord. 
Firſt, for the expetFantes, We, i.e. nos fideles, We 
- Chriſt's faithful ones, we,as the Mother of Siſera, Fude, 
5.18. Look'd out at a window, and cried (when ſhe 
expeRed his return with victory over the 1ſraclrtes ) 
Why,.« hs Chariot fo long in coming > =-— So we look 
through the Caſement of Hope for Chriſt's ſecond 
coming to Judgment. Now Hope is the expecation of 
ſome great good, which we believe we ſhall receive, 
becauſe he is faithful that promiſed ir ; For this cauſe 
Clem, Alexandrinu. calls Hope aus 1h; mites, the 
blood (or Lite )-of Faith, for that ic keeps our Faith 
n warm, 
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warm; without the which it would languiſh. and: 
fainr. | 
Faith without Hope may be in Hell, as well as on 
Earth. The Devils believe, Jam, 2, 19, That Chriſt 
will come to be our Judge, bur they are afraid, and 
tremble (as the wicked do) when they think of it, be- 
cauſe their rorments ſhall be encreaſed then, as the joy 
of the good Angels and Saints augmented with a clearer 
or fuller Viſion of Almighty God, 

They only look for Chriſt with Hope, expeRting his 
ſecond coming, they only who belfeve in him as their 
Redeemer: We look (ſays the Apoſtle excluding all un- 
believers) we look for the Saviour, So it is Expettatio 
fidem teſtificans, ſuch an expeRation as teſtifies our 
faith in Chriſt 3 and by this as an infallible Rule, we 
may aſſure our Souls of the ſoundneſs and Truth of our 
Faich in Chriſt, that our fins by him, and through him 
are pardoned, and our Perſons juſtified, it with Hope, 
joyn'd with inward Foy, and Comfort, we wait for his 
ſecond Advent, For, in the ſecond place, 

This expetF ation, is, Expedtatio animam exhilarans,ic 
isxuch a looking, or expeRation, which in the midſt of 
all their ſorrows, refreſhes, and revives the Spirits of 
the Saints ; for, they reaſon thus with themſelves. Here 
in this life our bodies are oft upon the rack of ſickneſs, 
pinch'd with pains, and tortur'd with Aches, but then ar 
the ReſurredF1on,or laſt day of Judgment, they ſhall riſe, 
as ſo many bright ſhining Suns,out of the dark cellesof 
their graves, and in a moment be. inveſted with thole 
lorious qualities,that adornthe bodyof onrLordChriſt, 
as ts atteſted by the Apoſtle in the next verſeto theText. 

Again, They believe that they ſhall find Chrift then, 
at his Appearance, not their Fudge to condemn, bur 
their 4dvocate,to plead for them : Why then, ſay they, 

G (hould 
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ſhopld we be diſmaid for fear of that Fudgment wheres 
in he is to be the Judge, who at firſt ſuffer'd for us in his 
body, on the Croſs, as a Swrety, or Redeemer, that he 
misht ſatisfie his Father's Juſtice for our ſins, and, ha- 
ving paid our debts by his death, hath ever ſince pray'd 
for us as an 1pterceſſour, and will at laſk be our gracious 
Rewarder> Thus the Saints Jook for Chriſt with an expe- 
ation which rejoyces the heart, They delight in the 
comin? of their Saviour. 

Thirdly, Thistheir Expeation,or looking for Chriſt, 
is Exp:(Tario vitam purificans, ſuch an Expettation, as. 
is artended-with purity of }ife, and holineſs, in.a tri 
converſation, They ever have ( as S. Hierome-profeſles 
that he had) tte voice of the Archangel, Ariſe ye dead-- 
and the noiſe of rhe laſt trumpet ſounding (as it were) 
in their-ears. } ben thoſe that are Chriſt's that lived, 
and died his faithful ſervants, ſhall riſe firſt, ont of their 
graves, and meettheir Lord in the air, to receive an e- 
verlaſting Crown,the reward of their ſervice: They the 
ſinners and ungodly ſhall be raiſed,their bodies being as 
black as the Infernal darkneſs,and having received their 
ſentence fromthe ; mouth: of rheir Judge, their bodigs, 
and ſouls ſhall be ſent back to their dark Priſons in Hell, 
where they ſhall be ever burning and never.conſumed 
in Aames of fire and brimſtone, The conſideration of 
theſe everlaſting burnings, as it makes the Saints to ſer 
an high price, or value, upon the Lord Jeſus, ſo ir en- 
gages them eo a ſirict performance of all holy Duties, 
as continual prayer, ſobriety, and watchfulneſs, being 
aſſur'd, thatnone atthat great day ſhall efcape the ſen- 
tenceof-Candemnation with the wicked, who are ſur- 
pris'd by Death, and ſnatch'd away in their fins, of 
which they have not repented. For molt true is that 
ſaying of S, Aug, Epiſt, 80. to Heſychins, 1n quo quemg; 

| in 
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inwvenerit ſuus novijimus dies, 1u hoc eum comprehender 
mundi noviſimus': & quali in die ills quiſque moritsy, 
talis in die altero judicabitur. In what condition 4 max is 
found at the hour of Death, z the = = he be Cs 
pon at the great day of Fudgment : If he be ſurpriſed b 
Prog in . ſtate of " © 0m nr he Far be al 
dewn'd 45 an Impenitent, withous mercy, I death finds 
chee without ſin ( it being ſevered from thy ſoul by an 
hearty Repentance)thy Soul ſhall not be ſeparated from 
God, bur ſhall with thy glorified body pactake of ever- 
laſting bleſſedneſs. 

Toconclude, He that ſhall come (7. e. Chriſt, who is 
deſigned by God to be our Judge) will come, and will 
 w9t 1arry, Heb, 10.37.4.e, not fail to come on that very 
day, which is appointed for him to ſummon all men to 
Judgment.of :hast day and howr knoweth no man, Marth, 
24-+ 36, Ir is hid fromthe eyes of our underſtanding, 
and knowledge: but'let not the thought of it be baniſh. 
ed from our hearts , let us expe& our Lord's corfting e- 
very day ; he comes firſt by Drarh, before he comes to 
judgment; Therefore let our expe «tion of him be inthe 
laſt place Expect aiis artemie vigilaus,an Expectation,or 
looking for him, attended with an attentive watchfulnes, 

All our watching, all our praying, with other holy 
duties, ſhould drive at this end, that when Death comes 
ir may find w well-doing,or in an holy frame of living, 
and we it our friend, which is an enemy to the Impenj- 
tent, and ungodly finners. - Suppoſe rhow ſeeft Dearh 
marching towards thee with a :up of deadly poifon in 
one hand, and a Crows in the other, and that if it cake 
thee in the midſt of thy ſins that Poiſox will be thy po- 
z{on , bur if it find thee watching, and praying that 
Crows (hall be thy lot or portion, 

Oh! then put on Fob's — Chap, 14. 14. < 
2 the 
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he days of my appointed time will 1 wait, till my change 
Rees Triabe, watt, is but a 'Syllable,bur of a 
large, and ſpreading ſignification, and compriſes the 
main (if not the whole) duty of man. 
He that waits does watch, mils mTegroxy x, granny , 
with an awful care, and cireumfpeQion, with an holy 
Fear, and. Jealoulie-over' himſelf, ever ſuſpeRing his 
own weakneſs, ſo thar he 'is ever upon duty, always 
buſied,. either in the immediate Adts of Piety, or inthe 
-ordinary works of his Calling, that the Devil, or his 
own imbred corr#priens may not ſupplant, or hurt him, 
nor Death (urpriſe;his Perſon unawares, trading in (in, 
or living in any kind of lewdneſs. This waiting vigi- 
lancy is our ſheild to keep off the fiery darts of Satan, his 
evil ſuggeſtions, and a Canopy to keep our Virtues pure 
from being ſullied, or ſpotted by aty Vice. Ir does that 
indeed, which the Hearhens thonghe their Goddeſs 
Pellaaia did, iz drives and Chaſes all'evil from us. 'He, 
that watches for Death, conceives that it is ever at hand, 
and not afar off, and therefore he makes a daily: provi- 
ſion for it. He:is of the ſame temper,of the ſame frame 
of ſpirit as the Watchmen was of Ifaiah 21. 8, my Lord 
(ſays he there0 the Prophet) 7 favd continually upon 
my watch-tower in the day time, and I am ſtt in my ward 
whale nights, Inthis Watchman's poſture we ſhould 
ever be, There is ſpecula meditations, a watch-tower of 
meditation, - whiclt tranſports the ſoul from earth to 
Heaven, and thus the good" Chriſtian"isever watching 
by meditating on the benefits that redound or come by 
Death to us, it being only a releafing us from a naſty 
Priſon, (no more. is the body to the ſoul) and an advan- 
cing us to a ſtately Palace of pure Delights, a freeing us 
from our toilſome fetters of fin, and fickneſs,with other 
wofu] miſcries, and a poſſefling us of the Gloriows libtr- 
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ties of the Sons of God, Rom.8,21, This Meditation . 


ſwcetens Death, and makes it's approach leſs terrible : 
Familiarity takes away fear, and the Meditation of 
Death makes it familiar to us, The daily conſtant Me- 
ditation of Death is likewiſe a great help, or means to 
Cool the hear of Zsſts, to kill Pride, and ſuppreſs 
Covetouſneſs, when we ſhall conſider, and believe 
that the day or hour of Dearh is approaching, when a 
winding Sheet and a Napkin about our heads will be 
all the goods we ſhall carry hence with us, a Grave all 
the land, a Coffin the only houſe which we ſhall poſ- 
ſels ; when worms ſhall be our fole companions, a 
noiſome ſtench inſtead of perfumes, and, inſtead of 
Robes, and rich attire, raggs of Rottenneſs, He that ſe- 
riouſly thinks on theſe things, and digeſts in his ſoul or 
conſciencethe bitter Pills of theſe ſad truths, that man 
will not be proud, luſtful, norcovetous, 

Secondly, there is, ſpecula Preparations, 4 watch. 
tower of preparation, and on this the good-man, or 'de- 
vout Chriftian is ever ſtanding; his care 1s to do that. 
hourly, and daily, which Carthuſianw adviſes all todo, 
and that is, ſo to provide for the coming of Death , ne 
#»thil 1n mente reſideat quod conſcientiam mordeat, & 
cum quo mori timeat, that no fin reſide or remain in our 
breſt which may. wound and trouble the Conſcience 
and with which we (beiog guilty) cannot dic in peace, 
and ſafety. ' 

When fin is ſeparated from thy Soul by a true and 
timely Repentance,thou ſhalt not need to fear a diſfo- 
lution or ſeparation of thy ſoul from thy body by death. 
Make thy peace wich God in time: if he bethy friend, 
death wil be the ſame to thee, not thy foe,not thy enemy. 

No unclean Perſon ſhall inherit the Kingdom of God, 
Epheſ. 5,5, When therefore thy foul. is cleanſed, thy 
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conſcience purged, and purified, rhat the guilt of no 
crying,or raigning fin lies upon it.then art thou fitted for 
- Death, then mayſt thou with a cheerful confidence give 
a Chriftian-like inviration to it and ſay, Come Death, 
and wellcome Lord Jeſus. 

Ap holy, temperate, ſober life, an happy Death, and 
comfort at the teat day of Judgment, theſe are cloſe 
linked together, they never part aſunder, Nox pay 
male mori qui vixit bene, Hu death cannot be ill, who 
lived well, Aug. that feared God, and perform'd his 
will, by keeping his holy Commandments, Therefore | 
let your cohtiverſation be in Heaven whilſt you live here 
upon earth, and be diligent as S.Perer exhorts 2 Epiſf, 

. T4. that you:may be found of Chriſt in peace without 
fb and blameleſs, ioma, dupe, at the hour of your 
death, Then may you be afſur'd thar at the laſt day he 
will be your friend,you ſhall find him in effe&, what 
his Name Jeſs imports, a loving Sawviesr, and not a ſe- 
vere Fndge z evew ſo come Lord Jeſus, and, when thou 
comeſt, make good thy ſaving Name unto us, Thus we 
pray,tothis end we Preach,andthis is every ones deſire, 
co be ſaved from Hells everlaſting tormehrs, 

Put let me tell you that though he be acommon,uni- 
verſal, potential Savicur,inreſpe& of the Fews and Gep- 
ziles,and in reſpect of all ſorts and conditions of men, 
yet to them only he will be effetFz«lly a Jeſus, who ac- 
knowledg himto be their Lord;which Title. is therefore 
prefix'd, or ſer before thar Name inthe Text, we /ook 
for the Lord Feſus, to teach us, that if we ſtoopto his 
Scepter, and ſubmir to his word, if we obey his Com- + 
mands, and live according to his precepts, wearing the 
Livery of His Holinefs inour lives, making that firſt 
Sermon'of His, Matr.5, the'rule of all our Aions, and 


tranſcribing thar fair Copy, the rule of all perfeRion, 
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by our holy practice, we may then look for ſhim as 
Feſus, and expe from him Salvatios. 

T look for the Lord,my ſoul doth wait for him,and in his 
word « my truſt, So ſaid the Prophet David,”Pſal.130.5, 
w* words may be applied toEfriſt's coming in_Judg- 
ment, He look'd for the Lord, whom he f{crved, to be its 
Saviour, and hi 1ruſ} was in hi word, that word of Pro- 
miſe, that he will not condemn a penitent humble fin- 
ner. And whilſt we look for the Lord, let that promiſe 
be the comfort and ſtay of our ſouls, 1 Cor. 11.31./fwe 
Judg our ſelves, we ſhall not be judzed, by a judgment of 
condemnation, That which the Apoſtle cxhorts us to, 15 
that Tudicinw penitentiale (as Tertuilian calls it) the Fe= 
witential Fudgment, or the Judgment of Repentance, 
when a man 4y#g 73 Jrxziher, (as S.Chryſ.exhorts us 
to do) ſets up in his Soul a Tribunal, or Seat of Juſtice, 
and makes his Conſcience both Judg,and Witneſs.and, 
examining himſelf daily wherein he hath offended God, 
after this examination paſles a ſentence againſt himſelf, 
as deſerving for his fins eternal damnation,then appealcs 
from himſelf to God's mercy, and Chriſt's merits, hum- 
bly begging for Chrilt's ſake a pardon of all his tranſ(- 
greffions, and ſeals or ratifies his pardon to his Conſci- 
ence by his amendment.--The man that doth theſe things 
fhall never fall from his hope of happinels ; Chriſt will 
not condemn him, who thus condemns himfelf, and his 
fins, by putting thern to death, or by living no longer in 
them, Fudicium penitentiale evacuat Panale, ſaith Ter- 
zullian,The Fenitential Fudgment, whereby we condemn 
owr ſelves, doth evacuate the penal, we ſhall not be 
puniſhed for our fins, 

He that is thus dead whilſt he lives, ſhall live. in his 
Death,and may ſay vpon his ſickbed,as that devour man 
Mycomins {aid to Zuther his friend that came to viſit 
tim, 


him, thy ſickneſs #s n0t unto Death , but-unts. life; for. 
Death ſha!l only give a releaſe to his ſoul from the Pri-.. 
ſon of his body to a full and perfe& State of liberty, and 
when Chriſt ſhall appear at the latter day he will raiſe 
his body out of the Duſt, and place it at his right hand 
to triumph and reign with him in endleſs joy. and un- 
{peakable happineſs. This honour ſhall be conferr'd on 
all God's faithful Saints and dutiful Servants, whoſe con- 
werſation is now in Heaven,from whence we look for the 
Lord Feſw. | 
And that our converſation may be ſuch (even Hea» 
venly) as it becometh thoſe who wait for the coming 
of their Lord. Let us pray. 
} jor moſt holy, who aclighteft in theſe Souls which 
_F reſemble thee in purity, let thy bleſſed Spirit take 
full piſ[efſirn of onr Souls, and Spirits, and by the power of 
it drive out of them the foal Spirit of envy, and malice, 
cf pride, and uncleanneſls, that bring cleans'd from theſe 
Impurities, they may be fill d with thy Divine Graces, 
and our lives ſhine with the heavenly rays of Charity,and 
Chaſtity ,of Humility, and Meekneſs, of Sobricty, and 
Temperance, which are the badge, the Cogniſance of thy 
Elect, and the Lives of thy Saints, And Lord wean our 
hearts from the love of this World's wanities, which can 
neither content our Souls, nor continue with #5, and fix - 
them upon thy ſelf, who art the Foy of the Holy Angels, 
and our only Stay, Hope, and comfort in all our diſtreſ- 
ſes, that when we leave this ſinful World, and all for- 
ſake us, when death ſhall arreſt our Bodies, our Soals 


may not be forſaken of thee, but. admitted into thoſe 


Foys, which ſhall never end, becauſe they ſtream from 


Thee, who art Everlaſting. | 


